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31
Truth

31.1 Objectives

At theend of thislesson you will beableto:

e read ashort poem onyour own

e noticehow wordsand ideasareused creatively init

e distinguish between the use of wordsand ideasin apoem and aprose piece.

e Appreciatethe message of the poem

Have you ever been hurt by what someone said to you? Did the pain last for along
time? How did you feel? Think about your feelings at that time.

Look at the title of the poem.

It's* Truth’.

Can truth sometimes cause pain or hurt someone?
Let us find out what the poet says about it.

Read through the whole poem once.



Stanzal

Sticksand stones may break my bones
But words can also hurt me.
Stonesand sticksbreak only skin

Whilewordsare ghoststhat haunt me.

Stanza?2
Sant and curved theword swordsfal

Topierceand stick insideme.

Batsand bricksmay achethrough bones

But wordscan mortify me

Stanza 3

Painfromwordshas|eft itsscar
Onmind and heart that’ stender.
Cutsand bruisesnow have healed,

[t'swordsthat | remember.

By BarrieWade

Discussion

Shall we now read the poem in detail ? You must have noticed that it isin three parts. Wecall
these partsstanzas. Wefind stanzasin poems. In stanza 1 the poet introducestheidea. In stanza
2 hedeveopsit, andin stanza 3 he concludesit. What isthisidea?

ThereisasayinginEnglish:
Sticksand stonesmay break my bones
But words cannot hurt me.

The poet usesthissaying with achange

The saying goes, “words cannot hurt me.”

TheReturn of theLion
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Thepoet says, “wordscan also hurt me.”

S0, the poet writesabout words and the pain they have caused him. Thisisthemainideaof the
poem.

Now, try to answer thefollowing:

1. Ligtatleastfivethingsthat hecompareswordswith.

2. Canyouguesswhat al thesethingshavein commoninthispoem?

Stanza—-1

Read thefirst stanzaand answer the questions.

1. What twothings, mentioned inthefirst stanza, can causeonly physical injury?

2. v Mark thecorrect answer.

Wordsare called ghosts because

(i) Wordscontinueto troublethemindfor alongtime.
(i) Wordsareinvisible

(i) Wordsdo not havebodies

(iv) Wordscanreachinside.

Stanza-2

Now, read the second stanzaagain. In theselineswords are compared to swords. Noticethe
smilarity inthespellingsof thetwo words.

W.O.R.D.S.andSSW.0O.R.D. S.

Try repeating thewords* wordsfast. It will seem asif you aresaying ‘ swords .
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Answer thefollowing questions:

1. Lookforanexpressioninthefirst linewhich givesyou apicture about wordsasswords.

2. Whichword describesthe effect of harsh words on the poet?

Stanza—3

Read thethird stanzaagain and answer thefollowing questions:

1. What hasleft its scar on themind and heart of the poet.

31.2Overall Questions

1. Whichwordisused six timesinthepoem?Why isit repeated so many times?

2. Why do words hurt much morethan physica wounds?

31.3Check Your Answers

1. Sticks, stones, swords, batsand bricks.

2. All thesethings can be used asweaponsto hurt people.
Stanza—1

1. Sticksand stones

2. Wordscontinueto troublethemind for alongtime.
Stanza—2

1. Santandcurved
2. Mortify

Stanza—3

1. Thepainof wordshasleft itsmark on the heart and mind of the poet.

Overall Questions

1. ‘Words'. It hasbeen repeated so many timesbecauseit isthethemeword. Thepoet is
telling us about the pain the words can cause.

2. Wordshurt much morethan physical woundsbecausethey stay inour mindsfor alongtime.
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32.1 Objectives

At theend of thislesson you will beableto:
e read and enjoy aplay

® useadverbs

o usedifferent prefixes

e describeasituation

32.2 Let’'sRead

Shivaji was a brave Maratha King. Once, Aurangzeb, the Moghul King captured and
imprisoned him. Did Shivaji escape? How did he do so?

[ Read the play once. Then try reading it again, imagining that you are the charactersin
the play. You'll enjoy reading the play, thisway]

SHIVAJ Theruler of nearly al of Maharashtra
JJABAI Shivgi’smother

MANTRI? The Chronicler? of Shivgji

SACHIV? The Superintendent* of L etters
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RAM DAS : Shivgi’ steacher and companion, and apoet

SOYABAI Shivgi’swifeand Sambhgji’smother

PANDIT RAO

FOSTER- MOTHER ® of Sambhaji

Glossary

1. Mantri (inHindi) : aminister

2. Chronicler : onewho keepsrecordsor chronicle

3. Sachiv (in Hindi) : a secretary

4. Superintendent : the Head of a Department, advisor

5. Foster- Mother: One who looks after a child, like a mother.

Section |

Officersof Shivgi’sCourt

Anéttendant in Marathauniform

[Aroomin thefort of Rajgarh near Poona. Jijabai, Shivaji’s mother, is sitting on a small
throne. Sheissurrounded by officers of the court. Among themare the Mantri, the Sachiv,
Pandit Rao and the poet Ram Das who has an open letter on his knee. In a corner,

Soyabai, Shivaji’s wife and Sambhaji’s mother, is sitting quietly; and by her side is
Sambhaji’s foster-mother who is an older woman. The two of them are talking softly.]

Jjaba : | can’t believethat my sonisdead. Theletter isahoax.

RamDas But theletter isfromAgra

Jjaba : Andthereforeitisahoax. When did Aurangzeb tell thetruth? Did he not
makefalse promisesto my son?

RamDas It was Jai Singh who made those promisesto our Rga

Jjaba : | know that; but can Jai Singh ever make apromise on hisown? Surely, the
dave spokefor the master

Mantri : WEe'rein aterribly bad way. Aurangzeb haslaid trapsfor useverywhere.

Bijapur isabout to strike. Discontent i s spreading among our own men.

TheReturn of theLion
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Sachiv

Jjeba

Jjeba

All Men

Jjeba

They may revolt any day. And thereisno news about Shivgji. Wedon't know
what to do.

(sadly) Theletter saysthat Shivaji isdead, but it doesn’t say how hedied.

(Sternly) Ligten! I, your Raja smother and your Regent, say theletter isahoax.
Don’t speak about it any more.

(anxioudly) Doestheletter say nothing about my dear boy Sambhaji:

Keepquiet, girl. You renot the only mother here. | say thelion and hiscubwill
soon return to their kingdom. They can't stay long in thefox’sden. Mantriji,
listen to me. Raisethe pay and increasetherations of the soldiers. Send useful
giftsto their wivesand sweetsand toysto their children. I’ [l pay for everything
out of my private purse. And pleasetd | them that the Rgjaisat Varanas and will
return beforelong. Tell them also that all the great astrologersat Varanas have
studied Shivaji’s horoscope and they all say that nothing can stop him from
becoming thelord of thewhole of Maharashtra. Keep the soldiersand priests
contented and happy, and they will believeyour words. (addressing all those
present therein achanged voice) Friends! I’ vegrown old and weak. | haven't
many yearstolive. Helpmetolivetill my braveboy returnsto me. Don't say he
isdead.

Our Rgja'smother will live! The Queen Regent will live! Our Rgjawill returnto
us. WE Il pray for hissafereturn.

Wl said, my bravefriends. Tomorrow I’ ll say my specid prayersto our family
goddess Bhawani. Shegave himtome, and I’ m, sureshe' Il bring him back to
me. (turning to Soyabai) Soyabai, my child don’t worry. Your sonaswell as
mineare soon going to return to us.

32.1 Read, Think and Answer |

A. Tick themost suitableanswer

1. Jjabai told her Mantri :

(8 togetthesoldiersready for war by givingthemguns

(b) tosend sweetstothesoldiers

(c) togivesoldier’'swivesgiftsand keep them happy

2. Wherewas Shivgji?

(& Hehad gonehunting with Sambaji.



(b) Hehad beentaken prisoner by Aurangzeb.

(c) Hehad goneto Varanas to consult the astrologers.

3. Jijaba was sad because

(& shewasoldandill andlikely to die soon.

(b) Shewaslondy without anyone beside her.

(c) Shethought her son Shivagji wasdead.

4, Ram Daswas

(@ Shivgi’sminister and leader of thearmy.

(b) Sambgji’steacher and companion

(©) A court poet and Shivgji’ steacher and companion.

32.3 Section |

(Footsteps and a slight noise outside)

Sachiv

RamDas

Attendant

Jjaba
Attendant
Jjabai

Attendant

Jjeba

Wheat'sthat?

Perhaps someonewantsto seeus. (An attendant, who isatall Marathain
uniform, entersand bowsthreetimesto Jijabal)

Rani Saheba, there arethree holy men at the gate outside. They want to see
youl.

Wheredo they comefrom?
| think they’ refromthenorth. They say they’ rebairagi sadhus.
What can their businessbe?

Perhapsthey’ ve cometo beg fromyou. They must have heard of your charity.
They’ repoor meninrags. Their headsare shaven and their armsand faces
arepainted grey with ashes.

They areholy men, and they have comefrom afar-off place. | cannot say no
tothem. | need their blessings. L et them comein

(The attendant bows three times again and goes out. Soyabai and Sambhaji’sfoster mother
move up nearer to the throne.)
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Sachiv

Jjebi

May | leave now, Rani Saheba? My secretary must bewaiting for me.

Please stay awhile. These holy men have comefrom the north. Perhapsthey
have newsfor usabout the Rgja. Ah, my heart beats.

(The attendant enters again with three sadhus who seem to be poor, humble men dressed
in rags. Two of themare tall and the third is a small man who does not |ook up)

Ram Das (rising and joining the pamsof hishands) Welcome, holy men.

First Sadhu : God blessyou, holy guru!

Second Sadhu God blessthishouse!

(Thethird sadhu joinsthe palms of hishandsin greeting but say nothing. He keeps his eyes

fixed on the ground.)

Jjaba (tothethird sadhu) Have you no wordsto blessuswith, holy man?Why
don’t you say something?

First Sadhu : Hehastakenavow of silence, noblelady.

Jjaba | see (Thinks)

First Sadhu : Storiesof your wisdom and your kindnessto the poor have reached distant
places. We vetravelled along way to seeyou.

Jjaba You remost welcometo thishouse and to stay hereaslong asyou wish.

Second Sadhu: At Varanasi we met a Brahman who told us that your son Shivaji had
goneto Agraand that your wereruling for him.

Jjaba What elsedid you hear about Shivgji?

Second Sadhu:  One day we met a band of horsemen. They said the Raja had been put
inprison by Aurangzeb.

Jjaba Thelionwon't stay longinthat dirty den. What elsedid you hear? Tell me.

Firgt Sadhu : That'sall we heard, noblelady. Wewish weknew more, but wedon’t. We're
men of peace and spend most of our timein templesand lonely places.

Jjaba True, Holy men havenothing to dowithwar and fighting. Come, givemeyour

blessings. | need them badly. I’ m dying to seemy son.
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(Thefirst and the second sadhus bless her. The third does nothing)

Jjaba : (tothethird Sadhu) If you don’t want to bless me, you may curse me
and I'll diecheerfully. | can’t livewithout my son. (Hefallsat her feet.
She passes her hands gently over hisface, uttersa cry and drawshis
head to her breast.)

It'smy son! It'smy son! My son hascome back to me! Shivaji hascome
back! TheLord of Maharashtrahascomeback! Thelion hascomeback
fromthefox’sden!

All : Longlive Shivgi! LonglivetheLord of Maharashtral

Shivgi : (rising) Yes, Shivaji has escaped from thefox’sden and the vulture’'s
claws. I’ ve come back to my mother, my friendsand my people.

Soyaba (nervoudly) Dear husband, have you left my son behind in the hands of
theenemy.

Shivgi : No, | haven't. he'squite safewith friends. Don’'t worry about him. He |l

bewithyouinafew days. (Looksround and ssesRamDas.) Sir, your
pupil hasreturned toyou. Won't you advisehim and guidehim asyou' ve
alwaysdone? (turning to others) Friends, come closer. Your Rajahas
come back safe from the spider’s web. Be happy and rejoice. Today
we'll give afeast to the poor. Light the torches on the hill —tops and
illuminate the pal ace. Firethe gunsand shout that the Rgjahasreturned
to hispeople.

All : We'll doall this; and we'll feast and sing and dance. Long live Shivaji!
LongliveJijabai! LongliveMaharashtral

32.2 Read think and Answer 11

Match thefollowing to completethe sentences

1. Jijabai agreesto seethethreebairagi sadhus  (a) Shivaji wascaptured by Aurangzeb

2. Thesadhusinformed her that (b) toblessher

3. Thethird sadhu (c) shecouldn’t see her son Sambygi

4. Jijabal asked the sadhus (d) becausethey had comefrom far of f
places

5. Soyabai was sad because (e) remained slent.
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32.40verall Questions

Arrangethe sentencesin theright order.

1. Threesadhuscametomeet Jijaba.

2. Thequeen asked thethird sadhuto blessher.

3. Jijabal got aletter announcing her son’sdeeth.

4. Sheidentified thethird sadhu.

5. Thesadhustold the court that Shivaji had been put in prison by Aurangzeb.
6. Sheasked her mantri totake giftsfor thesoldiers.

7. Every onewashappy.

32.5Let’sLearn Grammar

(A) Adverbs
Do you know how Adverbshelp aVerb? They add something extrato the meaning of averb.
Eg. Helaughed loudly. How did helaugh? Theanswer is—loudly.

(B) You can change certainwords into Adverbs by adding adding the suffix —ly at theend of the

words.
e.g.loud +ly ——loudly
happy + 1y —————— happily

Adverbswhichtdl ushow an actionwasdonearecaled Adver bsof M anner.

(C) Chooseasuitablewor d fromthe bracketsand useit to compl ete the sentences. (Remember
to usetheright form of theword)

e.g. Shelaughed (happy/dow)
Shelaughed happily
1. Shelooked at her broken doll. (happy/sad)

2. Themanstared at theboy who brokethewindow. (kind/stern)
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3. Shelooked . (anxious/rude) out of thewindow to seeif hewascoming.
4. |liketowrite (neat/untidy) so that my work looks good.

5. He'spopular because he always speaks (polite/rude)

Exercise

Make Adverbswith thewordsgiven below. Check your answerswith therulesgivenin A

1. beautiful 2. dutiful

3. sorrowful 4. pretty

5. naughty 6. happy

7. horrible 8. reasonable
9. honourable 10.delightful

Adverbial Antonyms(Opposites)

Chooseasuitableword asan Antonym (opposite). Strike out thewrong word.

e.g. happily sadly

Ltimidly - (honestly/baldly)
2.discontentedly - (happily/sadly)
3.gernly - (shyly/kindly)

4. oftly - (bravdy/loudly)

5. anxioudy - (heppily/hopefully)
6. weakly - (strongly/idily)

7. ey - (dangeroudy/prettily)
8. chearfully - (sorrowfully/crudly)
9.loosdy - (tightly/victorioudy)
10.dowly - (bravely/quickly)
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Role Play
A. Askyour friendstojoinyou. You can enact the play for your parents.
Or

B. Youaongwithagroup of your friends, can read the play loudly beforean audience.

32.6 Increase Your Word Power

Prefixes

A prefix isasyllablewhich combineswith the beginning of aroot word to modify itsmeaning.
e.g. Dis—content

Dis—meansnot. Content meanssatisfied or happy.

Disisanegativeprefix. It givesanegative meaning to aword.

1. Adddis-tothewordsand rewritethem

1. Satisfy 3. Obey
2.Like 4. Loyd
2. Wecan also use other negative prefixeslike non, un, in, im to make the negative forms of
words.
Non un in im

___gmoking ___do ___decent ____possible

_ sense ___lock ___complete ___polite

___violence _wdl __human ___ pétient

3. Addasuitableprefix to theword in brackets and compl ete each sentence.

I (like) bitter medicine.

| didikebitter medicine.

1. Heis (loya) to Shivaji

2. Hespeaks (sense) dl thetime.
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3. Please (lock) thedoor.
4. Hisworkis (complete).
5. Isit (polite) to takeloudly?

32.7Let’'sWrite

Usethefollowing hints/cluesto describe how Shivaji and his son escaped from Aurangzeb's
court.

sent for two big basket sweets told guards
sent the basket temple both hidin
top seen guards sweet escaped hel ped
by loya followers.
32.8 Check Your Answers

Read, Think and Answer |

A 1)c 2b 3)a 4)c

Read, think and answer 11

1)d2)a3) ed)b

5)c

Overall questions

a)3b)6c)1ld)5e)2

f)4g)7

Let’'sLearn Grammar

(C) 1. Sadly2. Sternly - 3. Anxioudy
4. negtly5. Politdy

(1) 1 Disstisfy 2. Didike 3. Disobey 4.Didoyd

TheReturn of theLion

175



English

(2) nonsmoking undo indecent impossble
nonsense unlock incomplete impolite
nonviolence unwdl inhumen impatient

(3) 1.Didoyd 2. Nonsense 3. Unlock
4.incomplete 5. Impolite

B.

1. beautifully 2.dutifully 3. Sorrowfully

4. prettily 5. Naughtily 6. Happily

7. horribly 8.Reasonably 9. Honourably

10. ddightfully

C.

1.boldly 2 Happily 3.Kindly 4.Loudly 5. hopefully

6.grongly 7.Dangeroudy 8. Sorrowfully 9.Tightly  10. quickly
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