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THE UNITED NATIONS

32.1 INTRODUCTION

he United Nations is 2 unique institution of our times. It is universal in membership. Its

embers have increased from the original 51 in 1945 to 191 now. Most of the countries in

. world today are member states of the United Nations. The activities of the United
Jations reflect the needs and hopes of not just the govemments but the people of the world
at large. The United Nations is, therefore, a world organization. Its wide-ranging functions
include masrtaining peace among nations, improving living standards within the member
countries, protection human rights and promoting respect for intemational law, etc. Without
exaggerating, there is not a single aspect of our life that is not touched by the ver-increasing
scope of the United Nations’ activities. However, critics blame the United Nations for fail-
ing to perform effectively on many occasions. The answer lies not in discarding, but enhanc-
ing the capabilities of the organization.

32.2 OBJECTIVES
After studying this lesson, you will be able to:

trace the origins of the United Nations,

identify its objectives and basic principles;

identify its principal organs, their composition and functions;
| analyse its role in bringing about world peace and security,

enumerate its contribution to the cause of economic development of the third world
countries and protection of human rights.

® assess the significant results of its opposition to colonialism and racial discximi;iétion;
® conclude that the United Nations is the only hope for future generations.

32.3 ORIGINS OF THE UNITED NATIONS

, Historically, wars have played a major role in the relationship among countries. The wars
{ that occurred in the past two centuries involved more and more countries; and they proved
to be increasingly destructive. The early decades of the twenticth century witnessed two
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world wars. Homified by the widespread toss of iife and property during the First World
War (1914-19) the victorious nations cstablished the Lecague of Nations to prevent another
world war. But, unfortunately,. the member nations of the League soon got divided and )
they fought the Sccond World War during the 1939-45. .

The Second World War was much more destructive than the First World War. Itis
estimated that 60 million lives were lost in the war. Even before the complete defeat of
the enemy countries (viz. Germany Japan, and Italy), the Allied countries led by the USA
the Soviet Union, and the UK started planning a new organization to succeed the League
of Nations. The US President, Franklin Roosevelt and the British Prime Minhister, Winston
Churchill signed the Atlantic Char.er in August 1941 indicaling their desire for a post-war
peace institution. Then a scries of conferences (ollowed at Moscow, Teheran, Dumbarton
Ozks and Yalta to discuss various ideas and proposals; Finally, the United States hosted
the San Francisco Conference ip carly 1945 (o finalisc and sign the Charter of the new
organization, the “United Nations”. The United Nations, with 51 States as its origina)
members, came into being on 24 Octoher 1945.

The Charter is the constitution of the United Natioas. It lists the purposes of the
organization, the principles guiding the conduct of both the United Nations and its memb
countries, the principal organs along with their composition and powers. Therefore,
Charter provides a valuable introduction to the United Nations.

Purposes and Principles

The Charter indicates at the very beginning four broad objectives of the United Natio
They are :

(®  to maintain internationai peace and security through collective measires for 'supprg.iﬁg_
of aggression und through peaceful settlement of disputes; :

(i) to dévclop fricndly relations among countries based on full respect for the principle
of equality and scli-determination:

(iii) to achieve international cooperation in. ;ulving interstate problems in the economic,
social, cultural or hum sitarian fields; and

(iv) to encourage respect for haman rights without any discrimination,

In pursuit of the above objectives, both the United Nations and its member States are
required (o adhere to a set of important guiding principles. The foremost among them is
the principle of sovereign equality. The United Nations will treat all members as sovereign
equals without discriminating between big and small, or rich and poor members, Also, the
United Nations will not intertere in ihe domestic matters of the member countries, and as
Such the dhme.sli(; matters arc not required 1o be taken to the United Nations.

The member states of the United Nations are expected to resolve their disputes with
other states in a peacetully manner without endangering international peace and security. |
Further, the member States should refrain from threats or use of force against another |
member. It is the duty of the members to assist only the United Nations and not the States |
against whom the UN may take action. ‘

INTEXT QUESTIONS 32.1
Fill in the blanks: ¢
1. The United Nations Charter was signed in 1945 at the city of . il
~ (Geneva, New York, San Francisco
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2. countries were the original members of the United Nations (26, 51, 191)'
3. Themain purpose of the United Nation’s Charter is :
4. Sovereign equality among the member states is a cardinal principle of the United Nations.
(True/False)
5. The United Nations cannot normally take up domestic problems of its member
countries. {True/False)

32.4 PRINCIPAL ORGANS — COMPOSITION AND FUNCTIONS
To promote the goals of peace and cooperaﬁon, the United Nations Rias six principal organs. They are:
¢  General Assembly '
¢  Security Council
te®  Economic and Social Council
1@ Trusteeship Council
'@ International Court of Justice
e  Secretariat

Although these principal organs are inter-linked in many ways, each one of them is distinct in terms of its
composition and powers. Lel us examine them onc by one.

(a) General Assembly

Among the principal organs, the General Assembly is the central body. The principles of sovereign
equality and universality are embodied in the Assembly. All members of the United Nations (presently
191) are members of the General Assembly. krespective of size or strength, every member has one
vote in the Assembly. A vote cast by the United States, for example, is equivalent to the vote of Bhutan
or Cuba. The Assembly takes decisions on important matters like recommendations on peace and
secutity questions, admission of new members and adoption of the UNtbudget by two-thirds majority.
Procedural decisions require only a simplenajority. (

" The Assembly meets in regular session every year. It has convened 51 such sessions so far. The As-
sembly can also meet, if the need arises, in special sessions and emergency special sessions.

The Assembly exercise a variety of powers and functions. First, it can discuss any matter within the
scope of the Charter. As the scope of the Charter is vast, the Assembly’s power to discuss matters
includes peace and security questions, environment protection, economic development, problems of

_ colonial administration, disarmament, refugees, population explosion, use of global commons like outer
space and deep seaboard it cannot only discuss matters, but also make recommendations. However, it
cannot make recommendations on a peace and security question which comes within the purview of the
Security Council. As part of this functior, the Assembly has adopted a number of important declara-
tions containing principles of international cooperation in political, economic, social and other matters.
The Universal Declaration on Human Rights (1948). The Declaration on Decolonisation (1960). Dec-
laration on New International Economic Order (1974), are only a few examples. They are not binding
on countries, Yet they carry great moral and political weight, which can not bei gnored.

In the area of the codification of international law, the Assembly adopted several
conventions touching upon human rights, arms controi and diplomatic relations. These
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conventions are Iegally binding on those states who become party io them. The Assembly,
also elects members to various organs. 11 appolnts theSecretaty General, It supervises the
work of the Econimicand:Social Council, the Ttusteeship - Couagil, adothgr hodies. The
Assemibly has the power to approve the budget of the United Nations and to fix the amount.

{b) The Security Counril

The-Security Couneil is the powerfud aen - 4 the. United- Nations 10 maintain { nternagional
pedcend sceurity, The Countilis g.eomepy fonp thgGepersk Assembly in rospegt pf both
its composition and the decision-making procedure. Unlike the Assembly, the membership
of the Council is Himied o 15 Coumries unly. outol which five are permanent members
These live .t 1+ (China. France, Russia, the UK, and the USA) were selected in 1945
based on same lustericat and political reasons. The remaining ten meinbers.~ salied non-
permancnl imemhbers — are elected by the General Asscnbly for a term, of two. years, TT]&e
latter ten come [rom different geographical regions of the world like Asia. Africa, Latin
America, Western and Eastern Europe. B was initiaily hoped that its smatt size' could make
it easy for the Council to 1ake decisions on procedural nyatters bry -hiite affiFmative voLes
(simple majority). On substunuve -yuestions. the mine affirmative. vorcksshopld inciude
concurring vote of the permanent members. In other words, the Council; cannol lukg
decisions of major significance it any one of the live permanent inembers casts a negative
vote. This gpecial privitege i1 the perfiinent mefibEf-1S fOpaiEr kiowd as the “vetlo
power”. To abstain (HIM voliay foithe Seeutity Couniil is ot VEtb, The vety provision has
faced criticism fromn the very beginning. Thie veto power dilutes the principle of sovereign
equality of member countrics. hecause with veto power 10¢ pérAtaenc wiblkbicrs have
beeome more sovercign tban the rest of the mgmbers.

The pawer and tunctions of the Sedurity Counctl are limited (o tho task of maintenance
of international peace’ and seeurity. bn’case a dispute atises befweeitwe or more ¢ountries,
the Council ¢an make appropriaté reéommendations in the interest of peageful seitiement
of that dispute. Nevertheless! these:recmincridations are not binding onithe unwilling states.
For cxampic. on'the Jammy snd Kashmir dispote. the Security Council zeselutions are not
Tegatty binding on-cither India or Pakistan uniess hoth countrics witlingly.accept them.
The Council can usc extravrdinary powers to deat with: wars or.{hieats of; war betwesn
countries, [n such an event, the Council can detgrmine wh t_,t:xje_aggggs,a;gg‘is and can call
for necessary steps to restore peace, These, steps may incClude, at the discretiop of the
Cowncil, economic sanctions Jike freezing of assers abroad, banning nf"'e'i'fﬁﬁédﬁd‘iﬁ%ﬁ;?.
or military action by land. sea or air. Notably, whenever the Sccurity Council exercises
these extractdingry powers i the wuke 6l wars; those decistons ape bitding aotofily on
the states directly invalved:in the war but lse onall membess of the United Natioms:.Gnec
the Sceutity Cotneil takes a deeiic, Y% ¥ duty of thie ivember’ staley 10 CRITY Ot the
decision: Obvibusty; the Couneil-csn wWie sueh important décistons.only with the agreement
aiviony e pérmancht trembers; 1 the recent yoars, 'after: the end of A cold war. . the
Colindtl Ras Ireqiefitly Wvoked  #6 Gitidme Towbr to deal with’ various peoblems, of
terndiidhal peact und secarily: 'Wé Wil gispuss some examples later in thus 1osson

() The Ecanomic and Social Council
™ _Iunc__ii(in:gi! qnn;ﬁh ol the Ecoromic amd Stdidl EoatiiP i indi ated 1y the Orglin'y:Haime

itsel. T disGashs iulirmattonat ccodbtic; Sdiat, chimtal ant Husrvarticieidh problemis, Thie
b Commissionsto* sidy and-advisod Varids prodlens artas

Council iy empowérdd o setu

like the status of women. populdtion; hahiafl HEhE2 B R the poWed Wiedoidinats the

"aclivities. of saricns:spovi ;Hitml,fngenciésriimilhci}nmiﬂ%l.-H’?Q‘HFJQWZB“PP» the
“Worid Healtt-Onganiaatinn, she- Food ang,Agviultuss, Qreanization, the, Warld, Health
.Organization. {which are discussed in a separate lesson in this book) o as 1o minimise
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Anplcaion or mc“r activitics. Anowier :mmmmrTunaﬁm of thie Cawr th pring hon-
gn{!t:‘rn‘ﬁchml" Orgdl'uZdl][)H\ (NGOs)'tb ldk(! PAFL inits’ ‘dckiberations. Nevertheless: thé
pm‘.vf:h“of the Cn‘uncﬂ ate };unc médestxs mmpared o fv. rcsp(muhmm« By mcans ‘of
Stutly:” " dtusdich aHd Coordination: ihe Council i§’ ‘expected (o promote Tull cmrﬂn}rmnt

higher standards of living and solution of international ceonpmic and socidl pribiems. The
Coungit.usually. mects. once a year. It comprises 34 members, ali of whaow.are clegred for

@ lhruwyeur £grm by the Generai Assembly, giving wide representation 0 varioys

geographical, regions. Decisions are taken by a simplc mapnmy m mcmbegs present and
Noting.ia gy Coungil,

{d). Fhe Trusteeship Council

'Tl‘ic Tru«.Iccuhtp Council is the principal vrgaa created (o supervise the administration of
\érritories placed uhder the international trusteeship system. The l'mstgc\hlp Council
administered {1 ferritorids — originally placed under the trusteeship system - indirectly
through the designated administering powers. All the trust territories have now heen ol

uf the lru\.lccshtp system, as (hey have freely cxertisca theie right o scti-determination

They have chasen cither to heconic mdt.pcnd:. nl or mérge with a neighbouring erritory,
The compésition of the Council-was criginally devised in a special manner: all countrics
administering Irust tprnlun;,s‘ in the UN and the permanemt mgmbers ol the Security Council

;lhal were not administering members in the Council. Just like the Economic and Sucial
Council, the Trasweship Council vould take decisions by a simple majority, Now that there”

i no trust terrilory 10 be adininistered. the Trusteeship Council has ¢ gased o play an

“important rolesinthe UN: system docs notheld meetings. - The Charter has 16 be amended

w dissolve this organ,

“riternational’ (rusteeship svsiéni ‘was ¢reated Tor administration &
supervision ol such territories which had not attained indeperidence till
- the end.of even the Second Worlkd Wac,

(e) The International Court of Justice :

The International Court of Justice, located av Hague i(the Nethierlunds). is the principal
judicial organ of the United Nations. The Court - known as the Workd Court -- consists of

13 ]ud;:cx known as members are elected by the General Aw.mhi\ and the Security Council
TOF a term- of mine years. Only states. nol prw.nc mdmdual\ can hrmg cases before the .

Court, Also, the Courl renders ddvisory opinions of e Fogiest ol e S’(x.unw “Council
~of THE CE6ral AssEnibi . So Tt The THUT T Tand e 72 casosamd s endersd I3

~advisory opinions on matfegszolt tégal inpértaticcl NI Welvded Adlganins oo “wiguh

:mpor!anl issucs as territorial rights, Id\\ of the sca and interpretation ol international

‘freate§’

(1) "Thie Seéretiriat

The.-Bécrehipial as the. m}up.;i urg.a.n Jgaded by, Seergtary -Gengral, serves, the needs of
yarioys orgais a5 well as sepraseplatives ofhg pmgmber, gountrics. Numh;.nm m..nl\
ﬂﬂ,ﬁﬂh,ﬂmuﬂmamml ratf o the. Seerctarip:. is Powtg al 1o, p"'J headauanees. Nc\\
York Ajﬁ@wo{m athes Jueations theoughout; thg urlq White unl)r paTsOns; pl ,c.umps,lmu.
AR iniegrity 9ie espired, iheirparuitngd in- Ihe:Secretana CYSULCS FEPRCSEItRIon Jo every
mmuhgnnmm,fm e, cxmqigd:ln be. inpartial andh indgpendent-in, the- ghss.hary. wf
ﬂmtngesnnmlbﬂghm- m#ﬂﬂ is.accountable, only- 1y, phe Vaitgd Nations and pot any
partiypariomher, coey. The Seeretary Geporal is appointed by, the, General, A\wnhl;
on the cu)mmcndaum}ipl,[m&egumy.q:mwl l,nra e of ,iwc,yp,x;\ Smr,,__t; ,,“:j ICCpine
ul the Orpanization, mx pcrsons ha\re served as lh«, Sx,t.rctary-Gcncral Thcy arc Tryu\rc
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Lic of Norway (1946-32), Dag Hammarskjold of Swedén (1953-61), U Thant of Myanmar
(1961-71), Kunt Waldhcim of Austria (1972-81). Javier Perez de Cueliar of Peru (1982-
91) and Boutros Boutros-Ghali of Egypt (1992-96). Presently, Kofif Annan from Ghana is -
occupying this prestigious office,

. ‘

The powers and functions of the Secretary-General call for diplomatic experience,
ability to take initiatives and excreisc of political judgement. A very importanl power
entrusted to the Secretary-General in the Charter is Ihe power to bring to the attention of
the Security Council any matter which in his asscssment could threaten imternational peace
and sceurity. The Sceretary General oflen attempts to bring yuarreling countries to the
negotiating table. He acts as a mediator with or without the prior authorisation from the
Sceurity Council or the General Assembly. In cssenc'g. the Secretary-General is widely
looked upon as a source of valuable advice to the member governmcnts, He is also a voice
of moderation and statcsmanship in (he troubled waters of world politics. '

INTEXT QUESTIONS 32.2

Answer the following questions:

1. The General Assembly adopts the budget of the Unitcd‘Naliuns. {True/Fulse)

2. The permanent members have veto in {all organs of the United
Nations/the Sceurity Councily,

3. How many territories did The Trusteeship Council uscd to administer? (5/11

15)

4. Which organ of the United Nations performs the [unction of coordinating the activitics
of the specialized agencies 7

General Assembly £ Security Council / Economic and Social Council
5. Privale individuals can bring disputes betore the World Count. " (True/Falsc)

6, is the United Nations” Scurctary General,

{Boutras Boutros-Ghali/Koli Annan)

=

The judges of the World Court are clected by (General
Assembly/Security Council/Both Security Council and General Assembly)

32.5 ROLE IN SECURING WORLD PEACE

As we have already noted. the maintenunce of international peace and security is a very
important purpese of the United Nations, Other purposes are compiementary to the purpose
of peace. T achieve this all imponamt objective. the Uniled Nations' bodies, especially
the Security Council. huve been endowed with a variety of powers and responsibilitics. In
discussing the role of the United Nations in prescrving world peace. we should bear in
mind one basic aspect of the world body: it is a political body serving its mcmber
governments in the context ol global politics. Neither the preferences of governmenmts nor
the trends in international politics are static: they change from time to time. Hence, in the
excreise ol its powcers, the United Nations c'-.mnm he rigid. mechanical or uniform. The
role of the United Nations is marked. therefore. by flexibility and pragmatism, Generally,
the UN preferred not 1o pame or condemn the _-_aggressoi' country whenever it received
complaints on a breach of peace. Instead, it directed its efforts 0 stop the ‘fighting
immediately and to seck withdrawal of troops 1© pre-war tocations.

The dangers 1o international peace and security have appeared in different forms : armed
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clashes aver disputed borders, military intcrvention by onc country to change uniriendly
governments in another, coverl support from outside to power struggles within a country.
cold war rivalrics between the United States and the Sovict camps showing up in rogionad
conllicts. and so an. In responding to. many ol these threats. the United Nations has pursucd
broadly three lines of action. They arc - firstly the ciforts of diplomatic and peacciul
character. secondty the use of sanctions and military foree, and lastly the deployment ol
military personnct for restapation of peace without the use of Toree. We shall bricily exanine
cach of thent here. h

The role of the Unitcd Nations in finding peacciul solutions through diplomatic means
to problems among member countrics is a guicl process which does nol often attract
publivity. According to officiat informatinn. the United Nations has lound peacelud solution
o nearty F72 disputes and conflicts during the fast 50 years, 11 has encouraged and
aogotiaied setticment by mediating between the countries directly concerned. The techriique
ol mcdianon requires a good deat of paticnee on the part of 1he disputant Stales as well as
the mediator, It may not yietd results in a shorl time-frame. Mediation is attempted at the
reguest vl (he siate parties. ihe Security Council. the General Asscrably or by the Scerctary-
General on his own initiative. The Cuban Missile Crisis ot 1962 (during the cold war
periods is-a good exwmple where the Secretary General U Thant's mediation helped o
avoid diredt mititary confrontation hetween the United States and the Soviet Union. Olten,

senior and experienced diplomats unﬁd statesmen are dralted (o serve as mediators, Currently.

two dozen mediators are working for the United Nations in different troubled arcas. In
recent years the United Nations mediation led o e peace accordsin Alghanistan, Anpola,
Cambudia. El Satvador and Gu’alcdmiu. The United Nations atso undertakes fact-finding
or investigation missions Jor the purpose of verifying lacts. To cite an instance, the United
Nations investigated in the [980s ltfe accusations about the use of banned chemical weapons
against civilian population in the JIraq-h‘an War,

The second aspect of the United Natioss' role relages to enforecement action aimed at
reversing threats 1o peace and aggressions. As we have atrcady lcarnt in this fesson, the
Security Council is endowed with the powers 0 punish, through cconomic and military
measures, those countries that endanger intcrnational peacce and refuse to heed to its
decisions. Not that the Council would initiate action 1o repel all aggressions: its role would
depend on the specitic circumstances of cach case and the cxistenue of hroad agrecment
among the five permanent members. It is important to note that the Sceurity Council has

imposed varying sets of economic and diplomatic sanctions againsl (Cn COURFIEs 50 far.”

“These sanctions included cutting off” diplomatic’ relations, stopping of ofl imports and
exports, banning weapons supplics, freezing of asscts abroad, cic. Hait Iray, Libya,
Swmatia, South Africa were among the targets of these sanctions. In the rare event of thesc
measurcs not being adequately effective, the Security Council on behalf of the United
Nations as a wholc may aiso exercise the option of military action. Since no armed forces
ar¢ placed under the United Nations to fight an aggressor cven afer five decadces of the
Charter's commitment it. [t requests member countrics 1o contribute towards such a lorce
to take mititary action for réstoring peacc. The United Nations authorized military action
to push North Korea task from South Korea in 1950, and Iraq trom Kuwait in 1990), n
the recent years, after the end of the cold war, the world is faced with brutal civil wars
which threatenied peace in the surrounding regions. The United Nations response was (o
authorize, international military action under the leadership of 4 major power of a regional
organizaiion’ (like NATO). Such actions have been initiated in Somalia, Basnia-
Herzcgoving, Haiti :md\whnd'a_. Notably, all of them-do not fit into the type of foreign
_aggressions. ‘The United Nations responded to the new challenges to world peace this way
itf the ahsence of hetier alternatives, However, the military coalitions have not been very
clfeetive in restoring stability in troubled sitaations within'member countries.
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1 .he third 'as[pec'( of the, United Natiuns rolg in 1he maintenance '?";.‘.?"f?fg.‘lil"??‘“‘:. refers

. d / ; L I R ML T P T L
{0 the technigue, of peacckeepin g. Peacekeeping mcang dueployment o) mifitary, and civiliiy

offictals for separaing the warring parties in a troybidd arcy, The United Nations sends

them after obtining. the copset rom 1he ‘countrics ‘,Lj_nl,m:riiﬂc’d.".]'ljgi Umtcd Natjons'
peacckeepers discharge lhcir,dclipalc_ task \s'ilhtzul shqwing_ {‘gl&{«}u( ) any warring party
and without usuajly. vsing. force. The Unjted. Nuions hay carried. 5o far more than 4h
peacckeeping operations in yaripus regions of The Worid. They are papilarly known ay, the
“bluc helmets™. The United Nations Emergency Force — sent in 1956 1o Sinaj area in the
Middlc East 1o pacily the warring forces of Israel and Egypt — was the Tirst major peace-
keeping opération. “heh’ o nusber ‘of major. peace-keeping operations followed., s, for
exampid, in Congo., Cyprus. agdin in the Middle East. Lobanon. cte. They hrought catm to
d Conflict zone so thal regotiations could priceed for resolving the undertying probiems.
The post-cold war yéars have witnessed a more frequent deployment of large pesce-keeping
torees. Many of thum were huge in'size and ambitious in aims, Aid they have déalt with
problems that tic within the borders of & siate. rather than hetween - Stites, Soine- of the
relevant examples refer to ' Camboilia, ‘Georgia, Mozambique; Somatiay cit, The' mission
in the States of formér Yugoskivia - kiown as the UN Proicction Foree - 76 the {argest
such operation ever launched by the Unied Nations in irs history. This and the Sémalfa

mission have many lessons 1o offer to the lutore peace-keeping uctvity.

INTEXT QUESTIONS 32.3

Answers tie fotlowing questions:

1. Inpeace and security maters, the United Nitions approach is guided muore by flexibility
than figid application o the Charter provisions. (TruciFalse)

Tt

_oand e emee ATC netable aspects of the United
Nutions"role Lo find peacetul seitement ot the prublems boetween staies.

3. Thc recommendations of the United Nations towards peacein! solution’ of intermational
disputes arc binding on the covntties concerned, " {True/False)

4 ldentify someof the sunctions imposed hy the Security Couancil,

LD T P P N BT e e e s s et g

—_ : and __ . 4rC 1o mdjir instanices of Sectrity
. *Counéi) authbrization for use i milftary foree!

6. . e Wilf Al HEL MO pRACE-KORPINg.OPeration 10 he launched by the
Uaited Natons in 1956 ‘ g

1

32:6: EFFORTS TOWARDS ‘ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

-Althiough. war andiance quesiians bring thg nired Natiops, ity she megia headlings, the
Winited Natiops has. pursugd internatinnal copnamic apd social.conperstionwith dedigatin.
Nearly 80 pargent.of:the United Nations! iinangial AManrRsourees is-diseciet IWards
IFPEOHOB CLORORIS A §OCial dOVEIONA . POOF CON OIS Al M TR A dirgeted
‘o dbe enaflnof @ lrge section of developing suuptrick xzolevtixcly knowa as.the Third
World. ftis-here dhaltireg-founihs afihciworld Papulation live in bunges, disease. poverty,

ABiemuy;epd indehicdness, The: fick shakithe sapinhe lixing.wonditions betwasn, the-less

develepacard, e davelaped vaunties, i ever iacreasing; v, maier Of ZTSeL Lncem fo
the United Nations.sightctom, iheearly.dnys. : a
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T The'fole of the Ynited Naffons has been two-fold : first, (o collect information and
promoele greater awareness aboul economic and social conditions ameng various
(particutarty less develnped) member. coyntries, and sceondly. buiid. u{r A CONSCNSYS ON
the plans/pregrammes of action aimed at economic advancement. The United Nations”
General Assembly designated cach decade commencing from 1966 as the “Devclopment
‘Deciide™ and formulated srdtegies containing targets to he mel in specilic andas of action
by incinticr governnients., “Targels were recomnmanded Tor the growth of gross n_‘ional
product, agricuttural preduction, industrial production; ingreasing developmunt assistance
by LN 1o backward countrics: and. so on. ‘Unlortunately many of these targets had not
hean Hiiot owilg wrlack of intercst utong the developed countrics. On sustained demiand
uf fess dc\'ciuppfl couatrics e Genpral Agsgmbly gave a yall fur i New julgnglinnal
Economic Otder (NIEO) i 1974, Th Now "Order was (0 b baised on the prineipicy ot
fairness und justice o the developing countnies. Nu progress could be made.on this idca
gither, The industriatised Neorth and thie fess develupod Suoath disagread on the tole of the
Linited Nations in the regelation i world ceonome refations, The nch couninies were
oppseh o an-acive Tobe o the Erikod Bations heviese ey 1ired the nmnesical strengih
of the Third Woild in this body. They picterred institutions like the internationat Monctury
Fund and- the Workd Bank which b outside (he purview of the Pailed Nations and arce
contradled by the rich and advisicod nalions.

The end of the cold war did or moke much detercnee o e cenieimic woes o) the
Third World countries. Their externat debt as reachod 2000 biflion doftars. Boskfes, the
former soctalist countrics are campetng tor assistanes which was nicai crtyrmaly for the
developing coiintrics. T the 1000 the Umited Natons s highiightne the peint tha
.(h.‘\'x.‘!\!pllICﬂl is in crisis, b arcovlineng the liakapes of vavious plobal issues like
environiment. population and. beimae rehis swithe e, onment The United Nudionas” global
conferences - starting fron the 1o burth Syt s e Sevial Summin at Copenhagen
(1995 v and the Beijing Women's Conforenee » M Lormututed activn phans iy address
ureent issues in developnient.

Hesides. the United Nations provides assistitice ol vigious himds, Tochnical as<istance
;'uul_hul,li;tn_iulri'an assistunce are the major torms of the United Nations” help o the needy
countrics, They relaté (o making the cxperts mailable for evatuuting thw Feasibility ol
_dcw‘élnpn‘rcm projects, supply of cquipient. training progranimes. dishursement of food.
clithing clc. According to the laiest figures, the United Nations provides development
assistance 1o the tune-of 3,500 million doflars a year. The UN Develupment Programine

is an _it_n_pnr'l'am development arm of the United Nations, The UN Children's Fund and the
" UN High Commissivner for Refugees also render yeoman service un hehall of the United
Natioris, Mare niceds to be done, but it will be possible anly with the cooperation of the
rich sdvanced member nations from Europé and North Ameriéa. '

INTEXT QUESTIONS 324 ——rmitrre

Answers the following guestions:

1. per cent of the United Nations' resources gocs towards development
BClivitics. ©. Co ’ (SHFTVRO)
2. "The inain'drm of the United Nations for giving techhical assistance is the _

e

UN'Development Progrinime/World Bunk/Economic and Social Council)
3. The domand for:a:New. internatiomad Economic Order was principatly made by
ettt et (the socialisvthe lcss developed/pdvanced countries)
4., The main wle of the, United Nations in the area of cconomic development is___ _' e
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{to give loansAn PrOMoIe awarcness and build consensus/to transfer funds from rich
o poot countrics)

5. The first ‘Development Decade™ was designated in the

(19508/1960s/19905)

6. The UN Confcrence on Environment and Development held in 1992 is widely known
as the . {Earth Summit/Development Summit/Environment Summit)

7. Which institutions did the rich and advanced countries favour, instead of the United
Nations, for channclling ceconomic assistance ? (NATO/World Bank/European Union)

32.7FIGHT AGAINST COLONIALISM AND RACISM

Frecing subject populations from colonial rule is an historic .u,hlevement of the United
Nations. When the United Nations came into existence, 11 territories (called “Trust”

Territorics by the Charler) were placed under the responsibility of the United Nations until
the peoples of the territorics coneerned would be able to determine freely their future status.
Camcroons, Nauru, New Guinca, the Pacitic Islands, Ruanda-Urundi, Somalialand,
Tanganyika, Togoland were among thicm. Now no trust territory exists, thanks to the tireless
support provided by the United Nations. Of the 11 territorics, seven have hecome
independent and four chose (o merge with the neighbouring countries. The United Nations

interest in the {theration of subject peoples extended beyond trust territories. It built up
sustiined pressure for granting ol indépendence to colonial territories. The high point in
this campaign against colonialism was the adoption of the Declaration on Decolonisation
by the General Assembly in 1960 demanding immediate independence of all colonial
territories and populations. Since that time, 60 territorics have been decolonised under the
sustained pressure from (he anti-colonial group in the United Nations. As of now. only 17
small territorics remain on the list of colonial territories which the United Nations has
pledged to decolonise by the turn of the twenticth century.

The United Nations’ opposition 1o racism in South Africa — known as apartheid —

alsa remarkable. The Organization's interest in the matter dates back 10 early 1946. South
African White minority regime did not pay heed 10 the gentle pleas by the United Nations'
against apartheid. As such, the General Assembly launched scveral steps like exclusion of
South African tcams in international sports events, and denial of its right to participate in
its consecutive sessions.  The Sceurity Council joined the eftorts Jater by banning arms
sales (0 South Africa. Partly owing to this isolation and pmly orphaned after the easing of
the cold war tensions, South Alrica agreed to take nceessary steps for the dismantling of
the apartheid system. The widcly respectedd black leader, Nelson Manceta was rcleased
aftet 27 years of imprisanment. The apartheid laws were revoked: Internationally supecrvised
frec elections were held, leading (o the installation of a government under President Mandela
in May 1994. Soon alterwards, the United Nations revoked all previous punishments and
restpred to the new South Africa its rightful place in the world body.

32.8 PROMGTION OF HUMAN RIGHTS

The Charter encourages the United Nations' bodies to take multi- pronged action for the
world-wide respect for, and observance of, human rights. In this respect, the Commission
on Human Rights, the Economic and Sncial Councit and the General Assembly have taken
keen interest. Nearly $0 declarations and conventions touching upon various facets of
human rights havc been adopicd by the United Nations in the past five decades.

* The Uriiversal Declaration of-Human Rights was the first among the UN declarations,
The day of its adoption — 10 December, 1948 is celebrated every year a: the Human Righis
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Puolitical Scicace

in the usc _ﬁ;‘ radio and the satellite for “educational purposes, as well as promoﬁng :
international- treatics aimed at furthéring this free flow. In 1978 it adopted an important |
goal regarding “New International Information and Communication Order”, This decision

has become very controversial as a result of criticisms from Western countries, as they do

not want to give away their monopoly in this ficld.

INTEXT QUESTIONS 33.1

Fill in the blanks with the words given in brackets.

1. ' is one of the Specialised Agencies of the UN which was establisned
_ 25 years before the creation of the UN. : (UNESCO/FAO/ILO/WHO)
2. Which onc among the Specialised Agencics got, the Nobel Peace Prize in 19697
' (ILO/UNESCO/WHO/FAO)

3. Promotion of Social Justive for the working class is the upjective of
(FAO/WHO/UNESCO/ILO)

4. In which year did UNESCO call for “New Internation Information and Communication

Order™? & _ (1945/1975/1978/1993)

335 WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION (WHO)

The Geneva-based WHO came into existenee in 1948. It is one of the Specialised Agencies
of the UN. Its objective as stated in Adicle 1 of Constitution, is “the attainment by all
peoples of the highest possible fevel of health™. Tts Constitution defines health as *'a state
of complete physical, mental and social well-being and not merely the absence of disgase
or infirmity” '

Its Constitution directs w to assist governments 10 strengthen their health services to
stimulate and advance work to eradicate disease, to promote maternal and child health,
mental bealth, medical rescarch and the prevention of accidents; to improve standards of
teaching and training in the health professions, and of nutrition, housing, sanitation, working
conditions and other aspects of environment health. The Organization is also empowered
to propose conventions, agreements and regulations about intcrnational health matters: to
revise names of discases; causes of death and public health practices; to develop, establish
and promote international standards concerning foods, biological, pharmaceh[ﬁ:al and
similar substances. .-

The emphasis of WHO's work has gradually evolved from disease control to health

promotion, In 1977 on the approval of World Health Assembly, its principal body, WHO

has set “Health for All by the year 2000, as a priority of its ohjectives. A global strategy
hais been worked out to teach this goal. The strategy is based on the primary health care
approach. To implement this global strategy combined efforts of the governments and people
are fequired.

WHO- helps countries renumee their neaith sysiem by building up infrastructures,
particularly development of human resources for health which includes services for the
individual, family and community, health institutions, systems of referring complex
problems 10 more specialised scrvices, and the provision of essential drugs and othes
supplies and equipment.

A worldwide campaign is being launched by WHO and UNICEF (UN Childrens
Emergency Fund) to provide effective imgnunisation for ninety percent of all childref by

the year 2000 to prevent the six major communicable diseases of childhood-diphthetia,
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Interpational Agencics

it has 185 member states. It stands for intellectuad cooperation among countrics.. [t promotes
warkt peace through co-operation in education, science and cultural fields, Prominent Endian
- leaders like Jawahartal Nchru, Radhakrishnan, Zakir Hussain and Indira Gandhi were

closely associated with UNESCO's work. Jawahartal Nehru described UNESCO as the
conscicnee of the world community. Tts headguanters arc in Paris, France.

The Constitution of UNESCO declares that ~since wars begin in the minds of men, it
18 in the minds of men that the defences of peacé must he constructed.” This is a very
protound statcment. There can be no peace between states i) individual citizens do not
observe wlerance and pood neighbourliness. UNESCO is concerned with universal and
libcral education, cqual cnjoyment of fruits of scienlic discoveries, free How of
communication and promotion of cubtural diversitics.

UNESCO's mandate is clcarly very good, leading 1o differing expectations and political
comroversies about its role. The withdrawal by the Uaited States, the United Kingdom
and Singapore in the 19807 is & major setback w UNESCO. It is an unfortunate example
of a nen-political agency lrning inte a hot-bed of politics,

- Let us recognize that the destiny of nations is shaped in the class rooms and that today's
studenis are tomorrow’s citizens. Therefore, education has become the first major activity
o UNESCO programmes. Over the years. it has pioncered 1the concept of literacy
progrimmes with i thrust to make pricary cduciion universal and climinate the oot causes
ol illitcracy. L also helps train eachers, educational planners and administrators. It also
renders Belp 1o its menibers in the tormulation of cducational policies and better financing
and administration of educational institutions. Tt encourages local huilding and cquipping
of schools. In sum. it aims 10 achicve cducation as a human right, (0 democratise it, to
benefit Jronk new technology and to reform methods in order 0 keep abreast of rapid
changes and the need for well trained citizens to forge the futere. The National Open
School amd the Open Universities in India arc also a resutt of UNESCO’s initiative.

Inthe field of natural sciences UNESCO has played a significant role as a catalyst for
regional and international research projects in such arcas - man and the biosphere,
environment, marine science, hydrology and occanography, It has also assisted in the
development of science policies in the member states. Several engineering colleges have
heen cstablished in India with UNESCO’s assistance.

In the social scicnees, UNESCO has produced a large nuinber of studics on such
subjects as tensions {cading 1o war, racism, the socio-ceonomic factors of development
and the relationship between man and his environment. Since its inception UNESCO has
published nore than 1100 books on education, science, culture, peace, women, human
rights, disarmament and international faw. Many of these hooks are scnt as gifts to the
national and university libraries throughout the world. Thus, it promotes social sciences
as instruments for the realisation of human rights and peace.

_ Proservation of cultural heritage is another priority of UNESCO. [t assists member
stitles 1o protect and preserve their cultural and historical monuments, rare manuscripts
and works af art, For cxamplc, its eflorts to preserve Mohenjo Daro in Pakistan, are worth
noting.” it has aiso helped in the renovation and conscrvation of the Ranganathaswami
TFemple (Tamil Nadu) and in the restoration of the Ajanta ENora paintings, besides helping
the Indian Government to protect many monuments.

_ UNESCO also promotes “the free flow of ideas by word and image”. Over the years,
it has played a significant role in the field of communications. It has surveyed
communication needs, helped journalists, assisted countries to sct up news agencies, radio

and television stations and advised them on communication policies. It has expesimented
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Political Scicnce

international agencies

@ Describe the role of IMF, World Bdilk WTO in reconstruction and socio- economu.
development

@ Assess the role of multinational corporations (MNCS)

33.3 INTERNATIONAL LABOUR ORGANIZATION (ILO)

It is one of the oldest of the major agencics. It was established in 1919 as an autonomous
institution associaled with the League of Nations. After birth of the United Nations, it
became the first UN Specialized Agency in 1946. The headguariers of ILO is in Geneva,
Switzerland, In recognition of ils service o the working class of the world, 1LO was
awarded the Nobcl Peuce Prive in 1969, om the vecasion of its 50th anniversary.

One interesting {cature of L0 is that representatives of workers and employers play a
key role atong with thase of governments in forimubating its policies,

The ILO was founded 1o advance the cause of social justice and to contribute to the
estahlishment of universal and fasting peace. It works to promote social justice for working
peopie everywhere. It formulates international poiicies and programmies 10 help improve
working and Hving conditions of industrial workers. [t ereates inlernational labour standards
to serve as puidelines for national authoritics in puiting these policies into action. [t carries
out an extensive programme of technical co-operation w help governments in making these
policies effective in practice. Itis also engaged in promoting cducation and research to
supplement these effons.,

-One of the most important functions of ILO is o set Jahour standards. This activity is
pursued in two ways——by adopting conventions aixd recommendations. JLO has adopied
nearly 174 convenlions in such arcas as frecdom of association, wages, hours and conditions
of work, workmen; compensation. social insurance, vacation with pay, industrial safety,
employment scrics, and labour inspection, For the ratifying states these conventions create
binding obligations to implement the relevam provisions. ILO monitors the implementation
of conventions on {recdom of tradc union through a committee meant for this. ILO
recommendations (numbering more than 180) provide guidance for national policy,
legislation and practice.

- Through the programme of technical co-operation, its experts assist member countries
specially the developing ones in such areas as vocational training, management techniques,
manpower planning, employment policies, occupational safety and health, social security

-systems, co-operatives and small-scale handicralt industrics.

{n 1992 ILO launched the “International Programme on the Elimination of Child Labour
TPEC)” to support national governments in their efforts to combat and eliminate child
iabour progressively, while simultaneously creating a worldwide movement against it. The
1PEC in India has involved more than 50 non-governmemal organisations (NGOs) to design
aud 1mplemem over 100 Action Programmes in far flong villages, towns and cities across
the country, The 1994-95 budget earmarked $ 1.4 million (approximately Rs. 5.1 crores)
for India. Under these programmes, several thousand child labourers were covered. Sorlie
of the working children were encouraged to pass their Sccondary and Higher Secondary
School Leaving Certificatc Exams of the National Open School.

33.4 UNITED NATIONS EDUCATIONAL, SCIENTIFIC AND
CULTURAL ORGANIZATION (UNESCO)

UNESCO was established in 1946 and celebrated its S0th anniversary in 1996. As of 1997
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