| - 1
SPHERE OF POLITICS : POWER, AUTHORITY,
FREEDOM AND JUSTICE

1.1 INTRODUCTION -

Your ¢ ourse in Political Science hegins with this lesson, which tries to explore the meaning
of Political Science. It also explains the ever-widening scope of Political Science. In
this lesson you will study some of the core concepts like Power and Authority, Freedom
and Justice.

1.2 OBJECTIVES

Aftes studying this lesson, you will be able to :
@ explain the meaning of the Political Scierce and its changing perceptions;

®  describe the scope of Political Science in terms of role of the State, functions
of government, its relationship with citizens and activities connected to them;

o  distinguish between Political Science and Politics:
® describe the meaning of Power and distinguish it from Authority;
® cxplain the term Justice and recognise its social, political and economic as-
pects; - "
e recognise the relevance of Justice and bring out its relation with Freedom.

1.3 MEANING OF POLITICAL SCIENCE AND
o ITS CHANGING PERCEPTIONS

Asa socm} science, political science deals with those aspccts of indaviduals qomety
which relate to their activities and organisations devoted to seeking of power, resolution
of conflict and all these, within an overall framework of rule and laws laid down by the
statc

. 1.3.1 Meaning of Political Science

The term Politics is derived from the Greek word Polis which means a City State. For




Political Science

the first time this term was used by Aristotle. He took a very broad view of it and called
Political Science a ‘master science’. He brought within its scope not only the Polis,
which is the Political institution, but also family, the society and other social institu-
tions, which today fall within the scope of Sociology or Ethics or other social sciences.

The ancient Greck view about Political Science was mainly Philosophical. In con-
trast, the ancient Romans considered the legal aspect of Politics more important for
their governance.

Political Philosophy : It is the study of political ideas, often within the con-
text of a given age. ' '

During the Middle Ages, Political Science became branch of religious order of the
Church. Political anthority was subordinated to the authority of the Church

As the state grew in size and became more complex, Political Science, acquired a
realistic, practical and secular approach. After the Industrial Revohution, the role of the
State which was limited to maintenance of internal law and order and providing defence
against external aggression, hasundergone cosniderable changes with the emeregence

‘of a new economic system.

With the passage of time, social science was funhcr subdivided into scpéréte dis-

~ ciphines. The subject of Political Science became a “specialised science of the State”

and it focussed primary on the activities of the state. It studied different forms of gov-
ernment and its organs like legislature, executive and judiciary. It also studied in detail
their composition, powers and functions, and their mutyal relationship. .

With the passage of time, the subject of Political Science became a specialised
science of the State and focussed on the activities of the State. )

However, in course of time, the scope of the subject expanded.

For instance, Laski gave it a new dimension when he stated that the study of poli-
tics concerns itself with the life of men (and women) in relation to organised state.

In the twentieth century, in the post World War II period, the ‘behavioural ap-
proach’ offered a third view of Political Science. This approach shifts the focus of its
study from political institutions and structures to their functions. It lays stress on politi-
cal activity and the behaviour of men and women who control these institutions. It

. ieplaces the study of ideas by the study of facts, evidence and behaviour. It considers

political activity manifested in behdviour as the true subject of political science.

A political activity may be in the form of an individual contesting an election. It
may be the activity of a group séeking the adoption of a particular policy in its favour by
the govemment. As different people pursue different interest, such activities tend to

generate disagreement, competition and conflict.

But the distinct quality of politics is that it may inclade physical coercion or force
by tHe government. It may also involve the persuasive influence and effort of the gov- _

emment to resolve conflicts through its balanced policy decisions.

Politics is also viewed as a process whereby individuals, EIOupS Of CommuNities
seek to achieve their specific but conflicting goals. Thus, politics is the process by

~ Which scarce resources of the cominunity are allocated within the social limit of village |
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a city, a region or a nation, for thc"purpqse of providing for human needs and desires.

Politics, as the study of structures, institutions, processes and activities, recognises
- the possibilitv of the use of power The Marxist Approach views politics as a study of
irreconcilable conflicts between the two classes of the ‘rich’ and the ‘poor’. the exploit-
~ers and the exploited. But politics need not be seen only as conflict or struggle for
_ power. There is another view according to which politics is considered as an effort for
conciliation and accommaodation ra bring about rule of order and justice. This has been
positive and substantive aspects of Political Science.

‘Political’ Science is generally understood to mean 4 systematic study of
government processes by application of scientific merhod and analysis,

“This is the modem meaning of Political Science. This meaning is broader as
compared to its traditional meaning,

- 1.3.2 Indian Perception of Political Science

Previousiy the study of Political Science was only considered to be the contribution of
th~ Western social sciences. But this view is no longer accepted. As in the West, in
- ancient India the political study was considered as an important aspect of social life.
‘Monarchy was the usual form of State and government. Therefore, the political study
was called Rajadharma and Rajyashastra. Dandaniti and Nitishastra were other terms
used for the subject. The former two names indicated the social, political and cconomic
relationships and the latter two names contained tire scope of use of power and the
science of wisdom, moral principles and right means

~ The mast accurate term for the Science of Politics was Arthashastra, which was
used by Kautilya. He defined it as “the science which deals with acquisition and protec-
tion or governance of the territory.”

All the above mentioned schools have a comimon emphasis on Dharma, that is, the
obligation of the principle of ‘natural justice™on the part of the nuler. Political activity
:n ancient India, was considred to be a moral activity despite occasions for realism and
practical aspects of the State affairs in Arthashastra or in Mahabharata.

) With the advent of the British, politics was seen synonyms with subjugation, pro-

‘ test and patriotism. During the National movement, political ideas of Gokhale, Tilak, -

" and Gandhi amply confirm to the need of the unity of political theory and practice in the
present day world context. '

_ Politics in India has always been understood in terms of moral purposes or nonils.
But this underwent sevéral changes with the passage of time. -
"1.3.3 Scope of Political Science

Here we shall learn about thé scop: of Political Science in terms of Tole of the State
functions of government and its relationship with citizens. :

1.3.3.1 Role of the State : The tevm “State’ in its modern sense was first used by
Mouchiavelli the Ttalian Statesman (1469-1527). The study of the State has semained the
focal point for political scientists.
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The State consists of four elements. These are the Peaple, the Territory on whicl

" they live, a Government to rule and regulate the lives of the people and Sovereignty

independence and unrestricted authority to take decisions and manage its own atlair -
You will read in detail about these four clements in the next lesson

The role and basis of the State have becn interpreted differently. According to,
some scholars its basis lies in the consent of the peopse. Some others féel thatis a “necessary
evil” und therefore 1t should govern the least. There are some who holq a strong “iew
that 1t 1s an effective instrument of social change and welfare of the people.

In Marxist view, the State is an instrument of explostation of the pooret class by

‘the richer class of the society. In Gandhian view, the State would justify its existence, by

acting as a “Trustee’ of the people. It should help the last poorest and weakest man or
woman. It should restore to him or her, a control over his or her own life and destiny,

However, it is generally agreed that the State exsts for the good of the people

The state to act as “Trustee’ of the people means that it should hold its power
as a trust for welfare of the people. Tt should not consider people as helpless
subjects, but as co-rulers in #ts governance.

1.3.3.2 Citizens and Government : The government i§ the most important in-
strument of the State through which it realizes its objecfives. It is vested with the power.
to make laws and rules and to resolve clashes of interests and maintain peace and order
m the country. It has 10 cnsure territorial integrity or oneness of the country.

Modern democratic governments have to perforta many other functions for the
development and welfare of citizens and the society, as a whole. This is especially so in
a developing country like ours. ‘

The relation between citizens and government is reciprocal. The citizens also have
certain duties towards the government.

It is the primary duty of the citizens to pay taxes to the gdvermncnt. They should
co-operate with the government and abide by the laws and rules; should help in pre-
venting diseases by immunisation and by keeping neighbourhood clean. They should

- have small families to help the government to check the population growth. They should

preserve public property, help in catching and punishing anti-social and anti-nationiat
elements. : : :

Over and above all, the citizens of different castes, religions, languages and re-
gions should solve their problems by understanding and agreement and not by violent
means. In this way, a lot of resources, energy and time of the govemnment can be saved
for constructive purposes. ' '

1.3.4 Political Science is Distinct from Politics

Sometime Political Science is used in place of the term politics. A clear distincticn
between th rwo needs to be understood. Some scholars define Politics to be “the st
ence and art of government”. But this is only a part of the total explanation of the
subiect of Pshiucal Science. :
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. Nowadays the termn Politics is used to mean the problems of the citizens which
‘interact with the instrument of political power in one form or the other. Sometimes,
politics was and is still used as the technique of compromlse or the method to capture

power and retain it.

. But political scientists have distinguished the theoretical study of politics from
practical politics in real life. The theoretical study of Politics is referred to as the study
of Political Science. While the term ‘Political’ covers the subject matter of the study of
poht:ws the word ‘Science’ refers to a systematic way of studying it.

" In the view of the political scientists, the study of Pohucal ‘Science comprises
theory of the state, concept of sovereign power, forms and functions of government,
‘making and execution of laws, elections, political parties, rights and duties of citizens,
police functions and study of welfare activities of the State and governiment.

Practical politics inchides actual form of government, the working of government,
administration, laws and legislation. It also includes international politics including such
matters as peace and war, international trade and economic order, protection of your
rights which are human rights, etc. All these comprise the subject matter of the study of .
poht:lcs :

While the knowlcdge of Political Science as a dmmphne is acqmrcd though educa-
tional programmes, the skill of practical politics is acquired through politiking or ma- ~
nipulations and craftiness or by exploiting caste and regional loyalties and religious
sentiments. Practical politics is often described as the ‘dirty game’ and a ‘devmns :
process in the common people’s mind. :

" But we find that thiere are hardly any human groupings or societies which are free
from ‘politics’ and hardly any individual who does no know the implicatibns of the -
‘game of politics’. , _

. Practical poh’acs also has positive aspects. The examples of which are certain
steps taken by the government, such as removal of untouchability, land refonms, release
of bonded labourers; prohibition of sale-purchase of human beings and begar or forced
labour, introduction of minimum wages, Gharibi Hatao and 20-Point Programme,
Yawahar Rozgar YOJana, etc. are all such posmve aspects of practical pohucs )

INTEXT QUESTIONS 1. 1
1. Fillin the blanks by selectmg appropriate words given in the brackets.

K Y S, callad Pohtlcal Sc1ence a master smence (Plato,
‘ Anstoter Laskl) _ : -
| '(b) Polmt:al Scienice is a special SCience of the .....cceesseemierreserrrseree (Society,
State, Nat:on) ' ‘ ' . ‘
(c) ........ vesrrerisresnrasnneres viewed politics as a conflict between two_'clasSes of the
rich and the poor, {Greeks, Romans, Mamst) )
) S — indicates the scope of power 1o force. (Ra_:ladharma,
- Dandaniti, MyMMa)
€ The term ‘State’ was firstused by ......... eerrernresnaen S ( Plaio, Machiavelli,

’
L

Kautilya)
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(f) Skill of practical politics is acquired through ...............cccoe.veee... (homesty. mo-
rality, craftiness)

1.4 POWER AND AUTHORITY

Power and authoriiy flow out of sovereignty of the State, which is one of.its four ele-
ments, which you have already read in sub-section 1.3.3.1 of this lesson,

1.4.1 What is Power?

Broadly speaking, power is the ability to control othefs and make them do what one
wants them to do. Therefore, this is a relationship between individuals, groups and
states. It indicates change in the action of one at the instance of the other, This is accom-
plished through persvasion, threat, potential force or punishunent. Power has been de-
fined us “control of man over the minds and actions of other men.”

By Power of thc-govcmmer_lt we think of the different aspects of government. We
think of ministers who have huge departments under them for the exercise of power
over their fields. There is the bureaucracy and the enormous, structure of government

. edmiristration which has power over us. It can control our Jives in various ways by

-

ma}cing law:s. - o ’

Here, one thing is to be noted. Power does not Iié:oni in the-hig igfis
re, one thing ! does y in ihe highly publifised
areas of social life, like government administration, elections, etc. It also exists in small |
institutions like family, etc. , ' " .

1.42 Source of Political Power

In the ancient and medieval societies, a King or Queen was the ruler who was the source

pf his or her power. He or she could rule by her will or whims as suited to his orher sel-
interest. B '

But as time passed, the people stmggled to change this style of goﬁmmce; In-
stct:ghfn;ligv?rr;lance by one person’s will or whims, governance by a set of rales was
established. This set of rules are known as the Constitution. The personal rule was.
replaced by the Rule of Law. B pe - mewaﬁ

}lule of Law : A system where Law is same for all, rich or poor, and where law
'S supreme. Allare equal in the eyes of law. No one can be punished unless it -
- 15 proved that he or she has violated a law.-No one is above the law.

‘Henccfonh, a person could become a ruler irin iti
cording to the pr_ovisions of the Tonstitution, Ynubszl:lc:l]:klmgwp;:;tufha; lé?::;;l:ilznag; '
d country is the primary law of the land, Now a ruler cannot govern according to his or
her w¥ll or sell'-int_crest. He or she rules according to the set of rules or laws; which flow
out of the Constitution. The Constitution of a country is the so,hme. of power. In India

. the Constitution has acknowledged 1hat the ultimate authority rests with the people who -

clect the government. Now the elected ' :
. . government draws power from the ConsHituti
to govern the country (under parliamentary control.) -'u'mm

-
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1.4.3 Authority

W. have studied the meaning and source of power in detail. Now we shatl learn about
- levitimate, and lawful and illegitimate and ualawful power. There can be powers which
are vunsidered right or proper, while others may be improper. A decoit's power over me
-18 ety real, because if I do not comply to his wishes, I might lose my life or lirnb, But
it is not proper power generally understood. Contrary to it the power that th. govern-
ment mpresentanves, policemen or judges exercise over e is proper power. The decoits
power is illegitimate power and the government's power is legitimate power over me.
- And the power of constifutional authorities over me is called authority. Authority con-
tains the two ideas of power and legitimacy. Authority is the torm of power which i8
legitimate. . '

- gatilﬂacy of government or a State or its authority indicates basically the people's
willingiess to accept its claim to rule over them. We have seen, for instance, when we
accept the authority of our elders to dictate things to us we admit the legitimacy of
their puwer.

Before Independence, we opposed several laws of the British Governroent in In-

. dia because we considered the right and claim of the British to rule was not just and it -
was not willingly accepted by us. Ultimately, after realising that their Government had
lost legitimacy, the British quit India.

- There is still another case where people may not be having power on the face of it.
But when these simple folks organise- themselves into collective forces-of action, for. _
some legitimate cause, they become powerful. Take the case of Gandhiji's Dandi March,
Civil Obedience Movement or Quit India Movement. Through these movements,
Gandhiji had defied the mighty British empire. He could do sc because the enloycd the
support of the masses of Indian people and his ends were noble. '

Do you believe that you can also become powertul as a member of an ox;gamaq
group dedicated to a noble canse?-

INTEXT QUESTIONS 1.2 -
1, Fill in the blanks by selecting appropriate words given in the brackets.

{a) The ability to control othersis called ........... R — (Pcrsuaﬂon. Power
Influence). '

{b) In India the source of political power is the (President, Primé Miniswer, Con-
stttutmn) _

- {c)} A decoit’s pPOWET OVET TE IS ocevvvvvvrvvvcrneerrsssnrn, ... {praper, imprqpei‘) :

(d) Authonty combines the two 1dcmof power and ...' ............................... {force.
fear, legmmacy) -

(e) British Rule in India was copsidered ... v (luss, porolar,
ijegitimate). 7 : - :

#) Theexercise ot powerby apoli emanis . . .. crwe), prapey,

unjust),
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1 5 FREEDOM AND ITS VALUE FOR AN INDIVIDUAL

gJ Even the simple tolks can become powerlul when e Ve

for legitimate causc. (fight mdmdudﬂy are nruamsui remdm mem;
observers}).

AND A NATION

The term liberty is-derived from the Latin word ~Liber™ mcaning free. Thus liberty
means frecdom. Freedom is of paramount 1mpoﬂanec for the development of an-
individual's personality. Generally the term freedom is. defineéd as absence of restraint in
the behaviour of a person. According to Professor Laski, treeqlom means maintenance
of the conditions in Which men or women have the opportunity to be their bc‘;t selves.

There is a school of thoughl -which-cmphasizes wmplete absence of restraint for.
individual freedom. This negative. concept of freedom advocates that individual should -
be free to do at will without any restraint, Such 2 negative notion coriverts freedom into -

THeence. License is unrestrained freeder which means40.be free to do anything includ-

ing-improper and undesirdble thmgs

On the other hand, the advocates of the* Loncept of posltwe ffeedorrr state that
individual should be free to'act only to, the cxtent that hﬂ dr her activities do not curtail .
the freedom of others. Law determines the extent of pﬁSR’!VE freedom to be en]oyed by

* - every individual. Therefore, freedom in combination with law or authonty is supposed

to be within the desirable Limits The freedom of many may reqguire restraxqts of law on.

the freedom of some, -

From the meaning of freedom as expl.u ned by several scholar'-: the lollowmg prin=.

. caples emcrge

(a) Freedem doesnot mean abseru,e of rcmamts

b) Indw:dua! Is free to act only to the cxtent that it helps in his or her dcme}opmcnl
©) ’I'he;re should be desirable restraints on mdmdual's actw:ues : -

(d) Real freedom is concerned not only with the external bchavxo&r oi mdmdua] hui
also with hl‘i or her iental attitude and mental developmcnt i

(e) Obﬁe.l:vance wof law does not restrain trccdom rather cnsurc‘a il .

| 1 X | Freedom Provnded in the Indian Constltut:on

The hallmark-of the dcmocrat:c ﬁyﬁtem in any country is theextent of freedmn enjoyed
by its citizens. The framers of the Indian Constitution have, therefore, made ample
provisions that gives freedom Lo its citizens in the form of Fundamcntal Rights:

L Slx freedoms have been guaranteed to the citizens onder nght to Freedom
which is a part of Fundamental Rights. These are:

: (a) Frcedom of speech and expmesmn, :
{b)- Freedom to asscmble peacefully and without arms

{¢) Freedom to torm associations or unions:

n
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- (d) Freedom to move freely thruughout the territory of India;

nc\ Freedom to reside and settle in any pdn of the Icmtory of India; zmd :

(1} Freedom to pract:ce any pmtessmn or to e,.my on any ouupauon trade or
busifess. ,

No pemon can be conv:ctcd or an offence excepl for violation of law. He or she can
neither be given excessive punishment for commission of an-offence nor he her she
can be compejled 1o be a witness against himself or herself.

- Citizens have the right to protéction of life and liberty.

They have protection aga:mst arbitrary arrest and detention. You will study about
these treedoms in detail in Module 3.

- 1.5.2 Safeguards of Freedom

'All the ¢itizens want that the State should create conditions in whlch their freedoms are

sateguarded The creation of such conchuons depends on certain essential prereguisites.
These are: : ,

INTEXT QUESTIONS 1.3
8

(a) Prmrlsmn ot nghts m the Constitation.”
(b) Rule of Jaw and equality bcfore law,
(¢} Democratic and responsible form of government.

(d} Decentralization of power and maxunum partl(:lpanon of people in the po-
 litical affairs.
'__(e) Independent and impartial judipiary to protect fectdos - N
() Ecomomic gquaiity and equitable di#tri_bum u ol R IIRTRCE SIS c'? o
"(z) Well-organised party system aﬁ'd Vit o W it

i
g

(h) Free, fearless and irnpmﬁa_l pres R

(i} Fternal vigilance by the pg-c‘ipllv Whint " Wil u,t:dom orhbe!ty

(i) Empowerment of the poot the wiem - ® rtu"ssed and other weaker sec-
thIlS of society. :

Fill in the blanks by picking the appropriate words from the brackets'

: (@) The term Liberty is derived from the ........ ....... oo word "Liber’ (Greek,'

Roman, Ldtm)

S { +) R lreedom advocates unlmuted freedom’ for every indi-
vidual. {Total Posmve Negatlve) ‘

B L SO determines the extent of posltm treedom to-be en-,

o myad by every individual, (Justice, Equahty, Law)

—_—
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(d) The freedom of many mmay require restramts of law on the freedom ol
.................................. (afl, some, none).”

(e) Indian citizens have the right to protection of fife and ...,
(leisurc, limb, lbernty)

1.6 JUSTICE AND ITS SOCIAL AND POLITICAL

DIMENSIONS

The term justice is derived trom the Latin word ‘Just” which means a bond “arious -

people in a society are bound together by certain. rights and dutics. The bonds which
connect people with their rights and duties are ‘Justice’. According to Barket. “juining
and fitting between man and man (or man and women) in an organised system of hy
man relations” is justice. According to another view, “The idea of justice connoies a
rightful balance in a situation where two or more parts or principl's are 1n conflict.”
Thus, to establish balance is to ensure justice between the confheting parties “This 1s th-
notion of justice which we also find in the judgements of the courts of law.

The term justice acquires an additional meaning ansing out of given social order,

Understood in this sense, the idea of justice is equated with equity and fairness in soci-

cty. Originally, both the latter terms imply equality. The concept of equality is in a great
sense central to the concept of justice. Qur own Constitution accepts equality before
law as one of the fundamental principles in the system of justice.

In the history of ideas, there are two major concepts of justice:
(i) Numerical concept of Justice.
(ii) Proportionate (in ratio of merit) concept of justice.

Numerical concept of justice advocates equal share to all in society, irrespective of
difference in merits or qualities. This view elaborates that “everyone to count for one,
nobody for more than one”. It means unequals may have to be treated.as equals in
dispensing justice. ‘

On the other hand, Plato and Aristotle favoured proportionate justice. They meant

equal shares to equals and unequal to unequals. This view also means that the distribu-
tion of power and resources should be proportionate to the worth ordistribution of

power and resources should be proportionate to the worth or contribution of the indi-
vidual to the society. Aristotle explained this principle by giving an example. He said
that if flutes are to be distributed, they should be distributed only among those who
have the skill 1o play flute.

Justice is a dynamic concept. It has heen undergoing change from-the ancient -

tiza2s #ill this day. Let us study these different concepts of Justice.

- 1.6.1 Social Justice

Social justice bies in providing all facilities for the development of personality of every-
one and to fulfil his or her social needs. Social justice also demands the support of
society to the helpless, disabled and all those who ar nnt in a position to acquire reeans
for themselves. They should be helped by the st ay. application of protective dis-

0
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Crinupaon and distributive lusnu: As a ma!ter of fact. social |t|\l|¢c h.u bewmc the
st and foremost objective of the welfare states. -

Protective discrimination : is an important strategy in ensuring equality for
people whe e otherwise backward or weak for no fault of their own.
It implies discrimination in tavour of the weaker and the backward sections

of society. Reservation in favour of Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tnbes
:s an cxample of protective discrimination.

Distributive justice : It means that there should be fulfillment of basic needs
-of all before we can allow fulfillment of superfluous needs of some.

1.62 Economic Justice

According to M.C. Setalvad, “EConomic justice is the provision of equal opportunities -

- to the citizens to acquire wealth and use it for their living. It implies that thuse who are
disabled or old, and unemployed and, therefore, not in a position to acquire wealth

should be helped by society to live”. :

Gandhiji, reacting to this question said, “My idcal is equal distribution but as far a,
I can see, it cannot be realized. 1 therefore, work for equitable distribution”. '

1.6.3 Political Justice

Political justice implies the participation-of the people in the affairs of the State and the
share in the governance of the country. In a democracy. the systern of adult franchise .
symbolizes political justice. Equal opportunity to public appointments, right to.contest
elections for public office, right to freedom of expression and speech, to form associa-
tions and union, and the right to criticise government are the foundatlons of polmcal -
justice.

1.6.4. Relevance of Justice and 1ts Reiatmnsh:p to Freedom and
Equality

The concept of justice is explained by Barke as a natural outcome of freedom or liberty

und equality. In other words, logical consequence of freedom is equality and logical
outcome of equality is justice. Thus cconomic equality results in economic justice. Free--
dom andequahtyaretwoaspectsofmuoe The ultimate objecuvcofbothfmedomand
equality is justice. ,

Today, it is universally recognized that for the [iroper development of personality
- freedom is as much necessary as equality before law. equat protection of law. and mm
social, econnrmc and political justice. :

‘INTEXT QUESTIONS 1.4
I Fillin the bianks by picking the appropriate words from the brackets:

() ACCOrding 0 ..o e ju_st‘i‘ce means “jomeng and fitting b,
~ tween man and man in an organised system of human relations” (Flato
Aristotle, Barker) - e
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_(b) ‘Numerical concept of juStce AdVOCILES ...x vvrerevrerrersesrereereenes .. share to all
in society. (eqmtable equal, unequal)

{C) reverecrnrrirneinns SO tavoured pmpomonate ]LISIZILC (kdunlya Auristotle,
Machlavelh) .

(d) Economic 1ustme is the pmvxsmn of equal opporfpmucs to bmzen to acquile
reeeeeereee e eessreaeeeecness (DOWET, wca]th status).

{e) Equal opportunity to public- appointraent B8 e B juétice .
(legal, economic, palitical) __— :

WHAT YOU HAVE LEARNT

The ancient Greeks cquated Political Science with Political Philosophy. Dh"mg the mlddle'
ages, Political Science became a branch of the Church, subordmatmg po”htlcal authority
to the authority of the Church. 4 _

- In modern times, Political Science acquu'ed a realistic and secular aipproach Asa
result of a new economic system due to Industrial Revolution, the role of the State
which was limited to maintaining internal law and order and providing defence against
external _aggression has unden gone considerable changes

The subject of Pohmal Science became a speaahzed science of the state. It stud-
ied about different forms of government and its organs like legislature, executive and
judicciary. :

Laski stated that the study of Polmcdl Science concemcd jtself with the life of men
or women in relationto organised states. -

In the twenticth century, the behavioral: appmach has shifted the focus of its study
from political institutions to their.functions and the study of political activities of men
and women and the institutions as the frame work.

" In ancient India the Science of Politics was called Arthashastra It was considered
as the science which dealt with the acquisition and protection or governance of the*
temtmy Political activity remained moral, based on Dharma.

During the middle ages, politics in India was perceived in terms of office and
authority. In the British period and during the National Movement, it was cozk.ewed as
synonymoue with qubluganon protest and patriotism. :

Under the scope of Pohtlcal Science, we study the role of the State, functions of

- government and its relationship with citizens.

Political Science is distinct from politicé. While the former deals with the study of
politics, the latter refers to the problems of man and woman which interact with politi- -
cal power and conflict with each other. '

Power is the ‘ahility' to control others. It is the capacity to get things done as one
would like other to do. Power in combination with legitimacy is called authority.

Genérél_]y, freedom is defiﬁed as absence of restraints in the behaviour of a pel T
But positive freedom rfeans that individual should be free to act only to the extent that -
others’ freedom is not cuitailed. Law protects freedom. The Indian Constitution pro

12



Sphere of Politics : Powez, Authority, Freedom and Justice

vides several freedoms to the citizens. Freedom may be personal, political, economic
and national. Generally, justice is equated with equity and fairness. Social justice de-
mands support of society to the helpless and the disabled. Social justice is the objective
of welfare states. The other-aspects of justice are political and economic, Freedom and
equality are the quint essence of justice.

TERMINAL EXEZCISES

1
2.

(7]

PN o e

Explain the meaning of Political Science and its changing perceptions.
Write a note on the Indian perception of Political Science, |

Describe the scope of Political Science in tcrms of role of the State and functions of
government.

Distinguish between Political Science and Poh'tics.‘

Explain the meaning of Power and dlstinguish it from authority.

Define ﬁeedoﬁ and eiplain its value for human proémss. ,

Explam the term Justice and describe its social, political and economic dimensions.
Explain the relevance of justice and bring out its relation and freedom.
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" Political Science

.- KEYTO INTEXT QUESTIONS
1.1 (a).Aristotic ' 1.2 (a) Power
{b) State - . (b} Constitution
(c) Marxist (c) Improper
‘ (d) Dandaniti : (d) Legitimacy
(¢) Machiavelli - (e) Hlegitimate
(f) Craftiness ' (f) Proper
| () Arc Organized
1.3 ¢a) Latin 1.4 (a) Barker
(b} Nedative (b} Equal
() Lqw (c) Aristotic
(d) Some (d) Wealth
(e) Liberty | (e) Political

HINTS OF TERMINAL EXERCISES
1. Refer to Section 1.3.1

Refer to Scction 132

Refer to Section 1.3.3

Refer to Section 1.3.4

Refer to Section 1.4.1, 1.4.3

Refer to Section 1.5

Refer to Section 1.6t0o 1.6.3

I

Refer to Section 1.6.4
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